
      A couple of weeks ago, Pastor Gary and I joined some 

members of our congregation in walking the neighborhood, 

delivering fliers, inviting our neighbors to join us at the Pavilion 

Party that will take place this afternoon, July 16, at 5 p.m. at the 

Open Door Community Garden at South 19th and Amarillo 

Streets. 

 

      Pastoral Side Bar: I hope you are planning to attend the party and enjoy the 
FREE food from local food trucks, relay games, and live music. If you’ve never 

been to the garden, this will be a great time to check out this beautiful gathering space in our local mission field. If 
you are interested in joining a Growth Group (Aldersgate small group) this fall, you will have a chance to learn 
more about groups and meet some of the people who lead and attend the groups, so please, come! This is also a 
great opportunity to meet our neighbors as well as other church members whom we may have never met because we 
attend different services! 

 

But back to the walk through the neighborhood . . . 

      As I came to the end of one of streets, I encountered a family that had just moved into 

the neighborhood. These nice folks seemed really interested in the party and in the garden, 

and when I identified myself as one of the pastors from Aldersgate, they pointed to the 

steeple, which could be seen from their front yard. 

      “Oh, yes!” they said. “We use your steeple as a landmark as we learn our way around.” 

So do I, I thought. 

      In that conversation with our new neighbors, God reinforced to me the beauty of our 

local mission field. God is at work in our neighborhood, at Bowie Elementary, at 

McMurry University and in our Aldersgate Academy. The more we join in God in that 

work, and the more people in our local mission field connect the people of Aldersgate with 

the unconditional love and grace of God, the more the steeple on our church building will 

become more than just a landmark . . . 

      It will become a beacon, a sign of life, both shining the light of Christ into our little 

corner of the world and calling people to come and experience it for themselves.  

      I’m looking forward to celebrating that light this afternoon at the garden. I hope to see 

you there!  


